
Wiltshire Wet Leos Water Tests A-E
Saturday 5th Sept 2015
Cotswold Sailing Lake

My Thanks To WWL and the LCGB for the invitation to judge here again this year, the 
day started grey, chilly and just a little breezy but at least it wasn’t raining.

We started with the A tests and had 5 entries producing 4 good passes and just one 
who chose not to give us his best today.  The four dogs that passed worked really 
well and I look forward to seeing them progress.  We saw some lovely handling 
especially from the younger entrants, and some lovely finishes to the exercises, as we
are simulating water rescue it is always nice to see the owner take control of the dog 
and assist the water steward to their feet rather than just grabbing the dog and 
leaving the water steward bobbing in the water, the same applies to the boat 
retrieve pulling the boat the last few feet to shore, whilst still controlling your dog, is 
always a nice touch. 

We had a total of four entries at B including one invited from A. We had invited all 
the passes to try B time permitting but as these where run at the end of the day 3 
declined as the weather had turned really chilly by then.

We only had one pass today by the veteran who came out to play, it is lovely to see 
the golden oldies come out and have fun at the lower levels even when their older 
bodies do not allow them to continue working at the higher levels.  

As is usual in Section B it was the underwater retrieve or the controlled swim that 
caught people out. Both of these exercises just need practice, as they are not the 
most exciting exercises and often in the case of the swim the hardest work for the 
owner, it is very easy to leave them to the end of a training session and just skim 
through them, so try doing them first. If your dog is the type that is happy to put his 
head under the water but does not focus on the article because he is busy looking 
round for you to throw something more interesting out into the lake then bring him 
out of the car, work on the underwater retrieve. No “just getting him wet” with a 
thrown article or a quick swim, it is the underwater retrieve or nothing!! If he won’t 
focus pop him back in the car, work the next dog then bring him out again, same 
thing again and again, if necessary. They soon learn that even if they see it as a very 
boring exercise, that if they just do it to please you, then they will be rewarded with 
the fun stuff. It may not work for every dog but I have seen it work with several, but 
if you are strict with yourself and do not give in too soon!!

We had two entrants in Section C and unfortunately today was not to be their day. 
One who usually works well was not focused at all today this may have been a result 



of test day nerves, please keep enjoying your training and try again next time often 
the only way past this, is to keep entering tests so they become routine, he is a lovely
dog with great potential.

The second entry worked well until the controlled swim when the owner swam on 
his back for part of the swim which the regulations do not allow, we say it again and 
again but if you are familiar with the regulations, mistakes like this are far less likely 
to occur.  I hope to see him return and try again as they are a great team.

We had one entry Section D, she only passed C earlier this year and though she made
a good attempt today, she was not quite there.   I look forward to seeing her try 
again with a bit more training. Well done.

A point to note at all levels, please remember in a test you must designate one 
person to work the dog, the owner or their agent and one person for the dog to swim
towards, the handler,  water steward or stranger.  Whilst it may be acceptable for a 
safety steward to assist the owner down into the water if it is steep or slippery for 
example, they must get in to the habit of stepping back out of the shore area before 
the exercise commences, so it is clear who is working the dog.

There was a strong drift to the left of the test are and most of the dogs at all levels 
chose to return to the far left of the shore area, we were advised that this is quite 
normal at this venue. As the easiest and safest entry to the water is on the right hand
side, during training sessions try to encourage all dogs to return to this right hand 
side. Even when they chose to swim with the drift and return to the far left often 
outside the designated shore line, recall them to you rather than going and retrieving
them. If you do have to go and get them, return with them to the start point before 
rewarding them.  Be extra strict on training days and mark yourself out just 10m to 
work in.

My thanks to the organisers, shore stewards and especially to the boat and water 
stewards who worked very hard all day long despite the cold, without your help 
these events could not take place.  So Colin Dave and Tania many thanks, I hope you 
warmed up eventually.

Helen Matthews


